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servation a reader has come

- forward with the exact connection

- between Rachel Carson’s Silent

- inspired “her to write a’
- “which changed the world,”” was

Spring and Duxbury. My state-

- Sent that Miss Carson had

a;:h.ially._experienced a spraying of

. DDT for mosquitoes at the home:
- of Marfon Huckins “on Powder .
~ 'Point was a bit off the mark. But

the fact that such a ‘spraying

-perfectly correct. Let’s “‘tell it like
it“was.”’ '

~ The following is .'_qu'd.ted from _
the book Sea and Earth: The Life

of Rachel Carson by Philip
Sterling, published by Thomas Y.
Crowell Co., New York in 1970
and now available in a paperback
printed by Dell Publishing Co.

. ““Nevertheless: she. (Rachel

- Carson) welcomed ‘an. invitation

from Harper & Bros. to do a book
for: their World ‘ Perspectives

" deties. She felt she had written

- herself out of the ocean (The Sea

- continents

‘Around Us and others). Now she
intended -to * write about the

as she had about the
seas, a book that might be called

. oot around to it. 2

<A letter Rachel received in
January 1958 changed her plans.
It came from Olga Owens
Huckins, wife of - Stuart Huckins

and sister-in-law. of: Marion

" As requested in last week's

Rembrances of Earth.  She never

 Duxbury, Mass. and Rachel’s
friend of 6 years standing.

<outright. 'We picked up
K - podies the next morning, right by

‘DDT. On the

=¥ Huckins, who was 35 ook editor of
- aresident of

‘“The. mosquito ‘control plane
flew -over our small town last

summer. Since we live close to -

the marshes we were treated to
several Jethal doses, as the pilot
criss-crossed over our place. We
consider the spraying' of ‘active
poison over private land to be a_
serious aerial intrusion.”

“The ‘harmless’ shower bath

‘filled 7 of our lovely song birds

3 dead

the door ... the next day 3 were
scattered around the bird bath. I
had ‘emptied it after the spraying
but. YOU CAN NEVER KILL
following day one
robin dropped suddenly from a

branch in our woods.

““We were too heartsick to hunt
for other corpses. All of these
birds died horribly, and in the

came way. Their bills were

gaping open and their ‘splayed
daws were drawn up to their
breasts in agony.

““Air spraying where it is not
needed or wanted is inhuman,
undemocratic, and probably un-
constitutional: For those of us
who  stand helplessly on the
tortured earth, it is intolerable.
{'Reading the letter, Rachel
decided to postpone her book

.~ about the earth’s  billions-of-years |

old past. Her readers needed,
much. more urgently, to think
-about its future.”

The controbersy ang

her tremendous energy/in fight- 8

ing for what has proved o be so
right, is so similar to current

violent debates on use _Of NON-USe
of nuclear energy. The last word
‘on that one is fiot yet in. For the

above 1 am indebted to Charlie

- Wood, for many years the

Huckins’ neighbor on 'Powder
Point. My. apologies to: the late
Olga, and to my readers for my
original factual errors. :
Mrs. John Cutler, our esteem-
ed editor and publisher, saw a
pair of bluebirds: oppositc the
Qlipper office last week. May be
they heeded our call of ‘“‘Blue-
birds, come back,” written last
summer. S
On Friday, April 15, your
observer had 2 splendid sightings
of a pair of Upland Plovers at the
Bay Farm Field. This bird of
fields and open hillsides, though

aw_one.at Bay
acting as if i

~ protecting a brood of young. I-
~ couldn’t find the wee ones in the
long grass. Trevor Lloyd-Evans of

0 voy ove that they
" breed'in the area, along with our

- MBO vows he will prov

plentiful bobolinks a
latksiosis o amie -
 The early migrants are begin-
ning to show up in the woods. 1
have seen a Veery and a pine
warbler. From now on we will be

meadow-

" treated to daily artivals to'look at

and listen to. Easter is past, town

meetings are finally over. Elec-’

tion” results are in, so there's
nothing to do. except go out and
see the blooms expand from day
to day, see the birds, fish or golf

_'as you wish, as only once a year

does spring come bustin’ out all

undant here 15 ex-  over.
ire_now. due o over-

“our observations

r. Enjoy it Whj_lé-'\ve can.
- Perhaps the most important job
we all have for the next 5 months

! is to get our legs ready to walk
and our bodies conditio}:ied for a

life \f.g___h'\e're fuel for locomotion and

heating ‘may be prohibitively

expensive or just not available.
Isn’t that a dreadful way to end

: on such
beautiful spring day? g



